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Administrative and biographical history

Hilda Clark (1881-1955), physician and humanitarian aidworker, was the youngest of the six children of William Stephens Clark (1839-1925), shoe manufacturer and social reformer, and Helen Priestman Bright Clark (1840-1027), daughter of the politician John Bright (1811-1889).

Hilda was educated at Brighthelmston and The Mount Quaker schools, and then studied medicine at Birmingham University (staying with her aunt Dr Annie Clark) and the Royal Free Hospital, London. She qualified in 1908. Hilda developed interests in public health and was Tuberculosis Officer at Portsmouth from 1911, publishing Dispensary treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis (1914). She established a TB dispensary in her home town of Street in 1910, making accessible the controversial TB vaccine of Camac Wilkinson. Her patients included her sister Alice and her close life-long friend Edith Pye, whom she had met as a nurse in London. Following the establishment of a general practice in London, Hilda formed part of a Quaker expeditionary relief force sent to France in 1915, work which she combined with supervising a convalescence home and involvement with the Paris HQ of the Quaker relief effort. Despite bouts of ill health, in 1919, she became involved with Quaker relief efforts in Austria and the Soviet Union, before devoting herself to various causes such as the League of Nations, the Women’s Peace Crusade, the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, the International Commission for the Assistance of Child Refugees and the Friends’ Service Council. She was honorary secretary of the Women’s Peace Crusade and also worked for the Friends Service Council in London following the humanitarian crisis in Vienna in 1938.
Hilda descended from a line of strong Quaker women with an interest in social reform and in particular women’s rights. A particularly significant figure in the family was Hilda’s mother Helen Priestman Bright Clark (1840-1927), daughter of Elizabeth Priestman (d 1841) and the politician John Bright (1811-1889), who was active in helping to found a range of women’s rights organisations from the late 1860s. Also of note as campaigners for women’s rights amongst HPBC’s maternal relations are Priscilla Bright McLaren (1815-1906), Anna Maria Priestman (1828-1914) and Margaret Priestman (later Wheeler, later Tanner) (1817-1905), who all had a direct input into the raising of Helen from a young age. Helen’s grandmother Rachel Priestman (1791-1854) was a Quaker minister, and Hilda Clark’s aunt Annie Clark was one of the first women in the UK to train in medicine.

She lived at ‘Kirby Hall’ in Kent for some years in later life and was involved with the Soldiers’, Sailors’ and Airmen’s Families Association there. Hilda Clark died in 1955 in Street, where she had moved to ‘Home Along’ in the last years of her life.
Extent

8 boxes
Archival history

These papers are listed in May 1979 as an appendix to the original catalogue for the Millfield papers – the papers were stored in Greenbank House at this time. An earlier list by RJC dated Jul 1961 is also available.
Description
As well as including the papers of Dr Hilda Clark, the collection also contains papers relating to immediate members of the Clark family, including of her sister Alice Clark.
Hilda Clark: Letters to Hilda from May Hobbs, Theodore Clark, Lily Sturge, 1894-1931; letters to Hilda from her brother and sister-in-law John Bright Clark and Cara Clark, 1893-1906; letters between Hilda Clark and her aunts Priscilla Bright McLaren, Anna M Priestman, Margaret Tanner, Annie Clark, Mary Curry, 1884-1916; letters to Hilda Clark from Sarah Bancroft Clark, 1899-1915; letters to Hilda from HPBC, 1890-1921; letters to Hilda Clark from her sister Esther, 1890-1920; letters from William Stephens Clark to Hilda Clark, 1888-1921; letters from Hilda to HPBC and WSC, 1886-1925; record of holidays, 1904-1905; papers relating to TB treatment, 1908-1915; diaries, 1922-1942; letters from Hilda Clark to Alice Clark, 1896-1933; letters from Hilda Clark to Esther, 1912-1913; degree certificates and testimonials, 1899-1939; address book, undated; birthday book, 1890; papers relating to Story Club, 1890-1899; family photographs; letters from Alice Clark to Hilda, 1885-1921
Clark family: Letters from HPBC to family members, including her children John, Esther and Alice, 1854-1927; letters to Margaret Clark Gillett, 1892-1910; letters to Roger Clark, 1874-1940; letters from Alice Clark to Margaret Clark and Arthur Bevington Gillett, 1890-1899; papers relating to the death and estate of Alice Clark, c 1934; letters to Alice Clark from her aunts, 1913-1914; family obituaries, 1908-1935; letters from Margaret Clark Gillett to Edward H Milligan and vice versa, 1961; papers relating to Priestman family history from the late 16th century, late 19th century-early 20th century
Access conditions

Access to the collection is arranged via advance appointment only. Access to some collections may be restricted due to Data Protection or other restrictions. Please check with the Archivist.
Reproduction conditions

Usual Alfred Gillett Trust regulations apply. Permission from the Trust and/or owner of a collection is usually required before publication. Copying of some items may be possible on a case by case basis – please check with the Archivist.
Related units of description
Additional papers of Hilda Clark are held on deposit (TEMP MSS 301 Clark) from the Clark Gillett family by the Library of the Religious Society of Friends, London (her letters to Edith Pye are partly published as War and its aftermath: letters from Hilda Clark… from France, Austria and the Near East, 1956, Edith Pye (ed)). The collection is partly microfilmed.
The original correspondence of Jan Smuts with Alice Clark, Hilda Clark, Helen Priestman Bright Clark and Margaret Clark Gillett was originally held at the Smuts Archive, University of Cape Town from 1965, but later transferred to the Government Archives (now the National Archives Depot), Pretoria, South Africa. Some transcripts are held privately in Street, as well as at the Bodleian Library of Commonwealth and African Studies (Rhodes House), Oxford (ref: MSS Afr. s. 1414, and copied as 30 files for Prof. Sir Keith Hancock in 1970). Microfilm copies of the correspondence are held at Cambridge University Library, the Jagger Library (University of Cape Town) and the Government Archives, Pretoria.
Language

English
Finding aids

A typed list was compiled of the collection in May 1979, and an earlier typescript list is available from 1961. This is now available on the Access database [in a fuller version compiled by Derek Patch in 1999].
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